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During the summer of 2011, | was privileged with being selected for the Buffalo County
Natural Resources Internship. | was picked from many applidaioisghout the area. This was
extremely exciting for me, and | highly looked forward to it during the ending months of my

spring semester at college.

The internship started on May".71 was immediately put into interesting jobs with the
Natural Resorce Conservation Service and Department of Natural Resources. Todd Mau and
Kris Johansen were the main two individuals that | worked with. They offered me a wide variety
of jobs to do and learn about. Every day was filled with various activitiesregwttygimproved

my knowledge of natural resources.

During the first few weeks, | was given the chance to partake in a Northern woods fawn
mortality survey. This was one of the many highlights in my summer. This adventure included
a full day of radio traking pregnant does, looking for fawns from these collared does, and
searching along roadsides for random fawns. The search team found six fawns throughout the
entire day. Each of these animals were sexed, weighed, collared, tagged, and tattooe& Multipl
pictures were taken during every capture event. The results from this mortality study will be

extremely exciting to read in the next few years knowing that | was involved with it.

The NRCS had various tasks for me to be involved with. These tatkddd@arthen
dam construction and surveying, crop field spot checks for compliance, CRP renewal compliance
checksandtrout streanrestoration and rehabilitation. These all are areas in which | am

studying at UWRiver Falls sdheyinterest me greatlytlearn more about.

On May 18th20th, the Alma Area School§'@raders held a campout. | was heavily

active in helping the young kids in their studies of the envirohm@n day one, we held a bluff



landprairietour as well as pulled thavasivespecies, Garlic Mustard, at a local State Wildlife
Area. The forester for Buffalo County, Brent Weaver, also talked to the kids on several invasive
species to look out for in our county. These species included Garlic Mustard, Buckthorn,
Honeysuckle, andeveral others. On the second day, | assisted Brian Brecka in shocking fish.
We collected several species that we in turn showed to the kids. They were excited to see and
touch the various species. They learned about each fish as Wl lasat ands purpose. The

third day was filled with bird banding and water quality testing. The kids got hands on
experience looking at and identifying various aquatic species. Samples of water were also
collected for the kids to conduct water quality testing ©hey tested for pH, dissolved oxygen,
nitrates, tempeature, and turbidity. Thisoncluded my week of working with the kids. They

had a vast array of information to work with and learn abbatso took several things away

from this experience thatill apply in my future endeavors.

The DNR had a few various activities for me to be included in during the summer. The
majority of this included land restoration and rehabilitation at the Round Hill State Wildlife Area
located in Pepin Countyl. helpedin spraying Plum and Black Locust brush for several days. In
order to do this, | took a pesticide applicator test with the Wisconsin Department of Agriculture,
Trade, and Consumer Protection. | learned a lot of safety precautions and handling teahniques
studying this. The main concern of the testing and licensing was the application to plants, effects

on plants, environmental impact, and concern if spilled.

| was also involved in several tree regeneration plot surveys. Brent Weaver allowed me
to hep in counting various seedling and sapling tree species. Several plots have been monitored
over the last several years. It was very interesting to see the different harvest scenarios and how

the area has changed due to growth. | concluded that theHevixceous layer is a huge factor



in tree regeneration. Another conclusion that was drawn from this has to do with the deer
density. It appeared to me that a large majority of seedlings were browsed if they reached a
height above the herbaceous canopgpplied these findings to my oviree planting

experiences. It was also amazing to count the number of first year seedlings. This number
ranged in the thousands per acre, but in reality only a small fraction of these would ever reach

maturity. This $ mostly due to competition from surrounding plant species, however.

The Buffalo CountyJW-Extension office abbwed me to work a little with them.
Specifically, | constructed and monitored several dearl@sures on alfalfa and soybean fields.
The alfafa cages did not yield a noticeable change in crop production but the soybeans did. It
was amazing to see a noticeable height difference in the entire field compared to the enclosure.
The soybeans as of early August were easily four to six inches Hiigtmethe rest of the field
where browsing pressure was evidedaving a farming background, this intrigued me greatly

on the impact of the whitetail deer to our agricultural crops and environment overall.

To accommodate me with my engineering background, | was allowed to watch and help
survey some construction areas. These were mainly on dam and waterway prthectew
stream banks as well. | learned that there areenous conservation effortsr soil erosion

being employed all over the county.

Some other wildlife surveys that | helped the DNR on were Cagaatsebanding, bear
baiting,fish contaminant levels, and Massasauga Rattlestegkere The most interesting to
me here was that of thettlasnake survey in the Tiffany Wildlife Area. | have never seen a live
rattlesnake so that search was very ngét found two snakes that were weighed, sexed,

recorded, and released.



| would like to thank each and every sponsor of the internshiprotpr their
contribution toward the scholarship. This program is an excellent opportunity for students to
learn and get invekdwith natural resources. | have learned a great deal of information that |
can now apply in my future studies. | would hightcommend future support of this program.

It was truly a highlight of my college career.

A Special Thanks to:

Alma Rod & Gun Club
Alma Swan Watch
Brunkow Hardwoods
Dairyland Power
Durand Sportsman Club
Fountain City Lions Club

Fountain City Rod & GuiClub
Marty Hallock
Mondovi Conservation Club
Nelson Rod & Gun Club
Trout UnlimitedClearwater Chapter

Waumandee Rod & Gun Club
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Figure 2: Construction of Stream Crossing



Figure 3:Collecting Various Aquatic Species with AIm#& Graders
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Figure 4: Data Collection from Shocked Fish



Figure 5: 4 Days of Fishing on the Great Alma Fishing Float

Figure 6: Kids Involved in 4 Days of Fishing



Figure 7: Geese Captured for Banding

Figure 8: Fawn Mortality Rate Capture



