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WI Wildlife Action Plan

Western Coulees and Ridges

Offers the best opportunities in the state to maintain many of southern
Wisconsin's natural communities.

Forests can be managed and conserved here at virtually all scales,
including areas up to hundreds, or even thousands, of acres.

Oak forests are more abundant here then any other ecological
landscape, mesic maple-basswood forests are also widespread.

All of these forest types can provide CRITICAL breeding and/or migratory
habitat for significant populations of native plans and animals.

Maintaining large blocks of these forest types, including with combinations of
these types of forest is an important.

Much of the acreage is privately owned



Who is charge of conservation?



PRIVATE LAND vs. PUBLIC LAND
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Forestry Enhancements That Can Benefit

e Species- shrubs and
trees provide different
food at different times

of the year

e Layering- shrubs and
trees of different size
classes and species
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Forestry and Field Enhancements

Gradual or
feathered edges
are more
desirable than
abrupt edges
occurring
between very
different habitat

types

]

W DLt
[MTERL o

Lo
ﬁﬂ(‘:}ﬁ :';::-

WwWorDLeT
VI TE @ o

e SN

s

4“*%5@-@’3*
Ll
™, P

=

[

R
Iy

=

Lo
o
-

B o
o "=

T G prwan| EOEE

FIELD

AND

[}
M0 EOEE

™.

Tt

Ry I

-
SehTERED Weooly
VESFEThTIoM

LMERE woooy VEGETRTION

Dense fence lines
- are less desirable-
fields like these are
avoided by
grassland birds
because they
harbor predators
and create smaller,

less open areas for
habitat
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| The larger landscape around you is

important. A mosaic of managed
lands can provide habitat
connectivity and habitat to support a
diversity of species and habitat for
various age classes of a speues
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SWGSCA Perry Primrose BCA

L] Core Area ~2,400 acres
RP/dle Grass ~52%
re ~11%
lands ~13%
Perry Primrose BCA ~10,600 acres
i CRP/idle Grass ~24%
B Pasture ~6%
B Woodtands ~12%
n Focus Area #3 Boundary
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Henslow’s sparrow

Nelson’s sharp-tailed sparrow
Sedge wren
Yellow rail

Le Conte’s sparrow
Eastern meadowlark

Blue-winged teal

Western meadowlark

Litter layer

Dickcissel

Bobolink
Savannah sparrow

Grasshopper sparrow

Upland sandpiper
Lark sparrow Brewer’'s blackbird

Aousnbal) all4

Little/ Vesper sparrow
e Horned lark

Short/sparsé¢ ——r —o - Tall/dense

Vegetation height/density

high +=—room—vo--rrrrrrr 0 . e oo o e e e e o low
Grazing intensity
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Meet some private landowners....



Managing for Bobolinks




Town of Highland, lowa Co.




Late mown alfalfa
provides annual nesting
habltat for bobolinks

/ h[lab\e land.

Crops rotated
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Oak Savanna Area
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Management goals

Keep invasives out!

Enhance and maintain habitat for grassland
birds

Maintain remnant prairie
Maintain oak openings

Restore oak woodlands
FOREVER?
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Invasives and Heavy removal
unhealthy of shrub layer
forest and overstory

;t" . o »(ft!‘:“ - el
“ Landowner’s targets:

Oak regeneration, red

headed woodpecker, turkey,

deer, blue-winged warbler, brown
thrasher, bull snake



Management goals

Initiate removal of woody invasives and non-
desirable trees

Control regrowth of woody and herbaceous
Invasives

Expand restoration of oak woodland
Increase understory diversity

Begin prescribed fire regime
FOREVER?



Crawford Co.,
Eastman Township,
total 273 acres

Prairie
restoration areas

Species that also benefitted

from management

- Open up part of rock
outcrop a little more
Thin out brush and
trees
Just girdling would help
get more sunlight to
rock outcrop




Management goals

Improve forest diversity to favor more oak
Control invasives

Maintain areas of prairie remnant
Increase native ground cover

Maintain healthy sustainable forest
FOREVER?



Resources

* ABird’s Eye View- A landowner’s guide to protecting

neotropical migrants of the upper Mississippi River
blufflands

http://www.inhf.org/a-birds-eye-view.cfm

* The Driftless Area Initiative — a multi-state partnership
http://www.driftlessareainitiative.org/index.cfm

My Wisconsin Woods- a partnership of government and
non-profits

http://mywisconsinwoods.org/

 WDNR Wildlife and Your Land — a series of publications on
how to manage your land for wildlife

http://dnr.wi.gov/topic/WildlifeHabitat/yourland.html
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Look for Landowner Incentive Program
Funding in Spring!

* Funds will be made available this spring
for the Driftless area including Buffalo
and Trempealeau counties

 Competitive cost-share with 75% of
total project cost covered by LIP, and
25% covered by landowner (match in
the form of in-kind match is
encouraged!)

* Restoration activities could include-
assistance for prescribed burning, tree
and brush removal, invasives control,
etc.




