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Teen Court works to create a change in youth behavior, provides an 

opportunity for youth to restore her/his image in the community while 

repairing his/her relationship between themselves and the victim, facilitates 

the strengthening of family resiliency, and offers ways youth can gain 

academic and 21st century life skills for future success. Through the 

restorative justice process the offender is encouraged to recognize the 

human relationship they have to the victim and the impact their 

actions had on everyone involved. It views the situation as a 

teachable moment for the offender and research illustrates it can 

be the most powerful model for young people.  
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Words from 2017 Buffalo / 

Pepin County Teen Court 

Panelist evaluations. 



In April 2012, Marie Ritscher, Pepin County 4-H Youth 

Development Agent and Annie Lisowski, Buffalo County 4-H 

Youth Development Educator accepted leadership for 

Buffalo/Pepin County Teen Court. Under their leadership 

during the past five years, Buffalo/

Pepin Teen Court has conducted 83 

cases. Within those cases, data 

indicates:  

Referrals by the Numbers 

Direct Referrals:  

Schools Law Enforcement Human Services 

58% 29% 13% 

Buffalo / Pepin County Teen Court Advisory Board 
 

Teen Court Board members provide policy direction, support, and 

advocacy for the restorative justice program. Representatives from 

each of the following agencies meet quarterly as a large group to 

develop, implement and evaluation the program: Alma, Gilmanton, 

Mondovi, Cochrane-Fountain City, Durand and Pepin School Districts, 

Buffalo & Pepin County Human Services, Sheriff’s Departments, UW-

Extension Offices, and Circuit Court, and local Police Departments.  

Buffalo/Pepin County Circuit Court Judge James Duvall met with new Teen 

Court panelists at their training in April 2017.  



Each year Buffalo / Pepin County Teen 
Court Co-Coordinators, Annie Lisowski and 
Marie Ritscher, offer learning opportunities 
to Teen Court panelists in order to grow 
their leadership experiences and practice 
their skills in advocating for and utilizing a 
restorative justice model in peer-to-peer 
hearings. Lisowski and Ritscher in previous 

Mock Trials for Middle Schoolers High school students who served as teen court 

panelists indicated that the mock trials were an 

opportunity to apply real-life skills including 

teamwork, group facilitation, communication, 

organization and planning, and self-efficacy. Focus 

group responses reflected the appreciation for the 

occasion to practice skills and build their resumes. 

Teen court panelists also learned about middle 

school students, which is fundamental in being 

effective peer judges in Teen Court and as well as 

role models in the community. High school panelists 

commented that middle school students were very 

“wowed” by the underage drinking statistics and that 

the influence of peer pressure was more significant 

than they remembered reflecting back on their time 

as seventh and eighth graders.  The teen court 

panelists believe they made an impression on the 

middle school students they worked with at the 

mock trials. Primarily, panelists reported that 

“Students gained knowledge about Teen Court and 

the dangers of alcohol use as a teenager.” The 

knowledge gained was made possible because of 

peer teaching and the methods of restorative justice.  

years had used video mini-trainings, in person 
trainings and the state teen court conference 
as professional development for youth 
panelists, but in 2016 were seeking a fresh 
approach to appeal to teens who have served 
as panelists for multiple years. The Buffalo / 
Pepin County Teen Court Advisory Board 
shared that mock trials at each school were 
commonplace a decade ago and school 
administration may again be interested in 
partnering to conduct mock trials again. 

Over three quarters of the middle school students involved in the mock 

trial reported the experience as valuable or very valuable.  



New Panelist Training 
In April 2017 the Buffalo/Pepin County Teen Court held 
a panelist training at the Buffalo County Courthouse in 
Alma. Panelists serve as peer ‘judges’ who hold juvenile 
first-time offenders accountable for their actions by 
issuing fair and innovative sanctions. Buffalo/Pepin 
County Teen Court Coordinators, with the help of 
current panelists,  trained twenty new panelists. 
Throughout the training panelists were able to apply 
what they learned by working through different 
scenarios they are likely to face in Teen Court. The 
youth worked together through a mock trial and 
practiced determining appropriate sanctions. The panel 
members were given the opportunity to observe an 
actual court case with Judge Duvall. The Judge spoke 
with panelists about questioning techniques, why 
people commit crimes, and factors to consider in 
deliberation to develop deciding meaningful and 
authentic sanctions for youth offenders.   

Restorative Justice Model 
Restorative justice involves three groups: victims, offenders 

and communities. Restorative justice is a structure to   

create a relationship between the offender and the victims 

related to the offense. Through this process the offender is 

encouraged to recognize the human relationship they have 

to the victims and their impact their actions had on 

everyone involved. Traditional courts usually focus on 

establishing guilt and determining a sentence that fits the 

crime. A youth court process informed by  restorative 

justice considers what is broken between people, and 

therefore it seeks an outcome that is more reparative than 

punitive. Therefore, teen offenders are given an 

opportunity for a real second chance to prove that 

mistakes can be turned into positive choices.  

Congratulations 2017 

Graduates! Thank you 

for  your dedication to  

Buffalo/Pepin Teen 

Court: 

 

Alma 
Jonah Bacon 

Andrew Brevick 
 

Cochrane-Fountain City 
Jake LaDuke 

Madison Tennant 
Deanna Wiersgalla 

 
Durand 

Morgan Anibas 
William Berger 

Reid Hansen 
 

Mondovi 
Haley Gifford 

 
Gilmanton 

Haleigh Klopp 
 

Pepin 
Christopher Bocksell 

Bryttany Wener 

At New Panelist Training, a team of high school students apply 

what they have learned about questioning and restorative 

justice to a mock case.  

Change Behaviors 


